
Poetry for Problem-solving 
 
 

                ThinkingThinking 

If you think you are beaten, you are;  

If you think you dare not, you don't.  

If you'd like to win, but you think you can't,  

It is almost a cinch- you won't. 

If you think you'll lose, you've lost;  

For out in this world we find 

Success begins with a fellow's will 

It's all in the state of mind. 

If you think you're outclassed, you are;  

You've got to think high to rise.  

You've got to be sure of yourself before 

You can ever win the prize. 

Life's battles don't always go  

To the stronger or faster man;  

But sooner or later the man who wins  

Is the one who thinks he can! 

         --Walter D. Wintle 
 
 
  

     “Thinking”  

I like thinking; it makes me feel bright. 

I like thinking; it helps me do things right. 

I like thinking, especially when I know, 

I need to do my best so my talents will 

show. 

   --Kim Pitner   
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thinking_(poem)


 
                  Survival Skills 

 
Pick a practice to perfect 
With purpose you’re improving 
You’ll see true learning in your students 
The goal toward which you’re moving. 
 
A light, a spark, true eagerness 
Questioning becomes the rule 
Curiosity, imagination, problem-solving 
All become their tool. 
 
To think critically, analyze, and synthesize 
Essential skills to keep apace 
Discerning challenges and opportunities 
(An entrepreneur) Or (So vital ) in this world’s workplace. 
 
Communication, both written and oral 
A place to focus as deficient they say 
The biggest life skill missing 
In our graduates of this day. 

 
Collaborating across networks now 
Part of a team the worker must be 
No matter nationality or distance 
Leading by influence and trust is the key. 
 
Disruption makes agility important 
With jobs changing at every turn 
Seeking constantly new answers and solutions 
To be flexible is what we all must learn. 
 
The global market heralds Twenty first century skills 
So in education teachers cannot contrive 
To educate the Old World way 
But change, close the achievement gap and survive! 
 
---Tony Wagner 

 
7 Survival Skills by Tony Wagner  1:16 min.  
7 Skills Students Need for their Future  Tony Wagner  29:11 min. 
Play, Passion, Purpose:  Tony Wagner - TED Talk  14:49 min.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qx_8IzdP-Mg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NS2PqTTxFFc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hvDjh4l-VHo


 

                     EQUIPMENTEQUIPMENT 
 

  
Figure it out for yourself, my lad, 
You've all that the greatest of men have had,  
Two arms, two hands, two legs, two eyes 
And a brain to use if you would be wise. 
With this equipment they all began, 
So start for the top and say, "I can." 
 
Look them over, the wise and great 
They take their food from a common plate, 
And similar knives and forks they use, 
With similar laces they tie their shoes. 
The world considers them brave and smart, 
But you've all they had when they made their start. 
 
You can triumph and come to skill, 
You can be great if you only will. 
You're well equipped for what fight you choose, 
You have legs and arms and a brain to use, 
And the man who has risen great deeds to do 
Began his life with no more than you. 
 
You are the handicap you must face, 
You are the one who must choose your place, 
You must say where you want to go, 
How much you will study the truth to know. 
God has equipped you for life, but He 
Lets you decide what you want to be. 
 
Courage must come from the soul within, 
The man must furnish the will to win. 
So figure it out for yourself, my lad. 
You were born with all that the great have had, 
With your equipment they all began, 
Get hold of yourself and say: "I can." 
 
            ---Edgar Guest     (biographical information) 

Equipment by Edward Albert Guest  http://www.greatexpectations.org/high-school 

http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poet/edgar-guest
http://www.greatexpectations.org/high-school
http://www.greatexpectations.org/high-school


 
                        A Great Somebody 
  
I am a serious child 

I am a serious child with serious goals. 

My life is destined to be filled with positivity. 

I am a worker. 

If it takes hard work I will do it. 

I am a clean somebody. 

I know that if I lie down with hogs I can come up with mud 

So, I will keep my mind, my body, and my character clean. 

I am intelligent. 

My brain is a storage place. 

I will fill it to the brim with knowledge, and look forward 

with hope of what tomorrow will bring. 

I am a child hero. 

I don't spend time wasting time because I know there 

 is room at the top for me. 

I am the GREATEST somebody there is. 

Start LEADING me now, teacher. 

Start GUIDING me now, teacher. 

Start PRAISING me now, teacher. 

AND you will see me rise to the highest heights. 

 
         --Adrienne Sealy Hardesty 
 
 I Am A Great Somebody by Adrienne Sealy Hardesty 

 
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/exp8/A%20Great%20Somebody%20Poem.pdf


 

 

              True Greatness True Greatness 
  

  

A man is as great as the dreams he dreams, 
as great as the love he bears; 
As great as the values he redeems, 
and the happiness he shares. 
A man is as great as the thoughts he thinks, 
as the worth he has attained; 
As the fountains at which his spirit drinks, 
and the insight he has gained. 
A man is as great as the truth he speaks, 
as great as the help he gives, 
As great as the destiny he seeks, 
as great as the life he lives. 
 
                   --C.E. Flynn 
 
 
 
 

   

           CHOICES for Me! 
 

Choices and decisions, we make them every day. 

What shall I wear?  What shall I play? 

Good choices are quite simple if you give them some thought. 

It’s a gift to give yourself by thinking thoughtful thoughts! 

  
--Kim Pitner 

 
 
  
 


